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Historical Memory Selections

The featured articles in this issue focus on

remembering two of the greatest social

reformers and activists of the 19th century.

Susan B. Anthony and Frederick Douglass

loom large in American historical memory.

From a Hall of Fame for Great Americans to

busts of prominent individuals, these

articles detail the honor bestowed on

historical figures and how those honors

influence the way we perceive the past.

Compelling Question

How do we remember the past?

Learning Objectives

Students will be able to:

New York Archives magazine is a donor-funded educational product published quarterly by the NYS Archives Partnership

identify, describe, and evaluate evidence
about events from diverse sources

analyze evidence in terms of content, author-
ship, point of view, bias, purpose, format, and
audience

make inferences and draw conclusions from
evidence

create meaningful and persuasive under-
standings of the past by fusing disparate and
relevant evidence from primary and second-
ary sources and drawing connections to the
present

identify, describe, and contrast the roles of
the individual in opportunities for social and
political participation in different societies

Aunt Susan’s Place: A suffrage foremother is

honored in a now faded architectural gem
By Kate Culkin
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Preserving Family Memories by
Remembering an Icon: Rochester Blackalls
are descended from a long line of anti-
slavery activists. By Sally Parker
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This guide includes supporting questions to guide students in the
reading of the article and analysis questions for understanding the
primary sources. All educational materials are aligned to the New
York State Social Studies Framework. The Learning Objectives are
taken directly from the Social Studies Practices and the content fits

A

within the Framework.

Trust. A discounted subscription rate for educators is available. For more information, please visit us at
www.nysarchivestrust.org.



A SUFFRAGE FOREMOTHER IS HONORED IN A NOW FADED ARCHITECTURAL

Setting the Stage

Compelling Question: How is Susan B. Anthony remembered?

https:/ /ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/nvh17.socst.elem.suffrage /upstate-downstate-the-womens-

AUNT SUSAN'S PLACE
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movement/#. WsN2BS7waM8

Guided Reading Questions
1.
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n 1950, Susan B
Anthony became the
eighth woman elected
into the Hall of Fame
for Great Americans,

the first hall of fame in the
United States. Born in 1820,
Anthony famously fought for
women’s suffrage from the
1850s until her death in
1906. As one of American
history’s most celebrated
women, her selection might
seem a forgone conclusion.
Anthony was elected, howev-
er, only after a 30-year cam-
paign driven by women who
connected their accomplish-
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What is the HFGA?

way she is remembered?

BY KATE CULKIN

ments and apportunities to
Anthony’s legacy

The Hall of Fame held a
prominent place in American
culture throughout much of
the twentieth century. Located
on the Bronx Community
College campus, the former
uptown home of New York
University, the 630-foot out-
door marble colonnade with
spaces for bronze busts of
102 honorees was dedicated
in 1900. NYU Chancellor
Henry McCracken hoped the
hall, designed by Stanford
White, would help the school
develop a national reputation

How was Anthony honored in the HFGA?

Honorees had to be American
citizens who had been dead
for at least ten years and
“distinguished themselves
by their accorrplishments in
the arts, sciences and other
pursuits directed toward the
betterment of mankind.”
Politicians, military leaders,
authors, musicians, artists,
educators, scientists, and
inventors make up the
honorees, including George
Washington, Thomas
Jefferson, Ralph Waldo
Ernerson, Harriet Beecher
Stowe, and Orville and
Wilbur Wright

What are the qualifications to be honored in the HFGA?

What steps did women take to get Anthony elected into the HFGA?
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When was Susan B. Anthony elected into the Hall of Fame for Great Americans (HFGA)?

How does Susan B. Anthony’s election to the Hall of Fame of Great Americans influence the
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Document Analysis: Remembering Historical Figures

Courtesy: New York State Archives

Analysis

1. Describe the building in this photograph.

2. What is the purpose of this building?

3. How does the design reflect the purpose of the building?

4. What happened to this building over the course of the 20th century?

5. How does this building affect the way Americans remember the past?
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PRESERVING FAMILY MEMORIES BY REMEMBERING AN ICON

Setting the Stage
Compelling Question: How is Frederick Douglass remembered?

https:/ /ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/096b4705-e034-43ea-8ad8-e02a991b2515/frederick-douglass-
orator-editor-and-abolitionist-video/#.WsN9YS7waM8
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REMEMBERING
AN ICON

BY SALLY PARKER

reminiscences, along with letters  she ran her own stenography
between their famies, provide
acloser look at the personal
connections Douglass and his

is wife-to-be,
free black woman. They settied
in New Bedford, Massachusetts, v

heard him deliver some of his
powerful grasp,” echoing the  masterly orations, in that soft

N word back to the chid fich voice:

For many years, Gertrude's  capable of such great power *

Guided Reading Questions
1. What memories did Gertrude Blackall have of Frederick Douglass?

2. What was the connection between the Blackall family and Frederick Douglass?

3. Why were the letters from the Blackalls so important to Frederick Douglass?

4. How did Douglass feel about Rochester, NY?

5. How is Douglass’ connection to Rochester remembered?

6. How do busts and photographs influence the way historical figures are
remembered?



https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/096b4705-e034-43ea-8ad8-e02a991b2515/frederick-douglass-orator-editor-and-abolitionist-video/#.WsN9YS7waM8
https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/096b4705-e034-43ea-8ad8-e02a991b2515/frederick-douglass-orator-editor-and-abolitionist-video/#.WsN9YS7waM8

Document Analysis: Remembering Frederick Douglass

Analysis

1. Describe the photograph on page 15 and give your impression of Frederick Douglass based

on this image.

2. Describe the image of the bust on page 17 and give your impression of Frederick Douglass

based on this image.

3. Compare the two images and their influence on how Frederick Douglass is remembered?

4. Would you want to be remembered based on a bust or a photograph of yourself? Explain.

5. How do busts and photographs influence the way historical figures are remembered?
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