B Y O R K ]

War
Against
War

s ALSO INSIDE:
Frances Perkins
Game Protectors
Cold War Sky Corps

NEWTYORK

v/‘\ o7 3l ) 7 wes AYa

Educator Guide
Fall 2021



N E W

)
@

—

On Behalf of the Workers:
Labor Reform and Worker
Protections

Frances Perkins spent her life
improving working conditions and
protecting the American worker.
She advocated for an increase in
minimum working age to protect
children and led the fight to prevent
future tragedies like the Triangle
Shirtwaist Factory fire of 1911.

Compelling Question: What
rights do workers have?

Learning Objectives
Students will be able to:

e create meaningful and persuasive understandings
of the past by fusing disparate and relevant
evidence from primary and secondary sources and

New York Archives magazine is a donor-funded educational product published quarterly by the NYS Archives Partnership
Trust. A discounted subscription rate for educators is available. For more information, please visit us at

www.nysarchivestrust.org.
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A TRAGEDY GAVE HER

A PURPOSE TO IMPROVE
WORKING CONDITIONS.

he insistent sound
of sirens split the
air, shattering the
calm of a spring

Saturday afternoon in New York
City's Greenwich Village.
Margaret Norrie and her guest
Frances Perkins had just sat down
for tea in Norrie's Washington
Square townhouse when the
sirens blared. Abandoning the
tea table, they hastily gathered
their skirts and made their way
across Washington Square
where great plumes of black
smoke were rising from the
Asch building on the corner of

B Greene Street and Washington
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Place, home of the Triangle
Shirtwaist Factory.

The two friends watched in
horror as what seemed to be
bundles of burning cloth fell
from the eighth and ninth floor
windows. All too soon, they
realized that the bundles were
actually the bodies of workers
desperate to escape, forced
to make the choice between
succumbing to the fire or
jumping to what would surely
be their deaths.

The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory
fire on March 25, 1911, was
one of the deadliest workplace
disasters in New York history. One
hundred and forty-six people
died, mostly young Italian and

LBRARY OF CONGRESS.

Frances Perkins

This guide includes supporting questions to aid students in the reading
of the article and analysis questions for understanding the primary
sources. All educational materials are aligned to the New York State
Social Studies Framework. The learning objectives are taken directly from
the Social Studies Practices and the content fits within the framework.

Link to Full Article

https://www.nysarchivestrust.org/application/
files/2816/3120/3088/archivesmag_fall2021.pdf
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THE LEGACY OF FRANCES PERKINS

Setting the Stage

Show this video from pbslearningmedia.org to begin a discussion about labor conditions

https://ny.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/arct.socst.ush.tri09trianglestrike/the-triangle-shirtwaist-strike/
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Guided Reading Questions

1. What historical event is described in the first paragraph?

2.  When did this event take place?

3.  Why did so many people die during this event?

4. Why did Frances Perkins move to New York?

5. What conditions did Perkins witness while working in New York?
6. What was the job of the New York Factory Commission?

7.  What was Perkins’ role in the Commission?

8. What did the Commission accomplish?

9. Why was child labor a major concern?

10. What actions did the Commission take?

11. What role did Perkins serve in Franklin Roosevelt’s presidency?

12. What federal law currently governs worker safety?



Document Analysis

Library of Congress

Analysis Questions

1. Where was this photograph taken?

2. Who do you see in the photograph?
3. What are the people in the photograph doing?
4. How do you think they feel about this activity?

5. Would you be able to find a scene like this in the United States today? Why or
why not?



